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Call for Proposals

The South Carolina African American Heritage Commission invites interested
individuals/groups to submit proposals for the 2027 SCAAHC Annual Conference,
scheduled for Saturday February 27, 2027, at the SC Archives & History Center in
Columbia. Panels will cover a wide array of topics related to African American history,
culture, and heritage across South Carolina. This year’s planned thematic panels are:

- Black Artistic Expression: Presentations should focus on the history of Black
art (music, performance art, visual art, literary art, etc.) or Black art movements in
South Carolina

- Black Leisure and Recreation: Presentations should focus on the history of
parks, beaches, trails, or other recreational sites that specifically catered to the
leisure activities of the Black South Carolina population. Photos of these sites
may be displayed during the conference.

- HBCUs in South Carolina: Presentations should cover the influence of
historically Black colleges and universities across South Carolina. The scope of
the project may cover a single or multiple institutions, areas of study, activities,
etc.

- Historic Black Cemetery Preservation: Presentations should consist of case
studies and practical advice on how to research, preserve, and protect historic
Black cemeteries across the state

- Student Research: This session will include current projects by undergraduate
and graduate students researching topics related to African American history,
heritage, and culture

Other topics may be considered, but should be directly related to the involvement and
impact of African American people in South Carolina. Presentations should be
interactive and, if applicable, provide strategies and solutions that attendees can apply
in their own communities or organizations. Presenters will have up to 20 minutes each
with 15 minutes total for Q&A. Proposals may be combined with other proposed
sessions when appropriate. No more than two (2) speakers for a proposed presentation.

Presenters at all phases of their career are encouraged to submit proposals, including
undergraduate students, graduate students, independent scholars, organizational
leaders, etc.
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To submit a proposal: Please fill out the JotForm at this link:
https://form.jotform.com/261593241010041 Proposals submitted by email will not be
accepted.

Fine print: No proposals will be accepted after October 5" 2026. You will be notified via
email if the proposal is selected or not by October 26" 2026. If the proposal is
accepted, you must send a finalized presentation no later than February 19t", 2027.
Presentations and speakers may be recorded. If proposal is accepted, a release form
will be sent to presenters to consent or refuse to have their persons and information
recorded.
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